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REPORT ON ONE-DAY CITIZENS’ ENGAGEMENT ON THE 2021 DRAFT BUDGET 

PROGRAMME ORGANISED BY THE ENUGU STATE MINISTRY OF BUDGET AND 

PLANNING ON MONDAY 7TH DECEMBER, 2020 AT NIKE LAKE RESORT HOTEL, 

ENUGU. 

 
 
The Enugu State Government through the Ministry of Budget and Planning 

organized a 1 day formal public consultation to draw Citizens ’input into the 2021 

Draft Budget on 7th December, 2020 at Nike Lake resort. 

The Citizens’ Friendly Governor of Enugu State; Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi was 

ably represented by the Deputy Governor of the State; Her Excellency Lolo. 

Cecelia Ezeilo. 

ATTENDANCE: 

1. Members of the State Executive Council 

2. Permanent Secretaries 

3. House of Assembly Members 

4. Traditional Rulers 

5. Town Union Executives 

6. Civil Society Organizations 

7. Youth Organizations 

8. Women Group 

ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION: 
The Programme started with the arrival and registration of participants at about 
10:30am with all COVID-19 protocols duly observed. 

 

DIGNITARIES AT THE EVENT: 
1. The Citizens’ Friendly Governor of Enugu State; Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 

ably represented by the Deputy Governor of the State; Her Excellency Lolo. 

Cecelia Ezeilo. 

2. The Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning; Hon. Dr. David O. 

Ugwunta 

3. The Hon. Commissioner for Finance and Economic Development; Mrs. 

Adaonah Kene-Uyanwunne 
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4. The Hon. Commissioner for Health; Associate Prof. Ikechukwu Obi 

5. The Hon. Commissioner for Works and Infrastructure;Engr. Greg Nnaji 

6. The Hon. Commissioner for Labour and Productivity; Hon. Uchechukwu 

Ogbonna 

7. The Hon. Commissioner for Transport; Hon. Matthias Ekweremadu Jnr. 

8. Special Adviser to the Governor on Small and Medium Enterprises; Hon. 

Arinze Chilo- Offiah. 

9. The Managing Director of ENRUWASSA 

10. The Chairman Enugu State Council of Traditional Rulers; HRH Igwe Amb. 

L.O.C Agubuzu 

11. The Enugu State Woman Leader; Lady Vera Ezeugwu 

12. Barr. Chibuzor Crownwell; Co- Chairman OGP, Civil Society Organizations. 

Permanent Secretaries at the event were: 

1. Sir K.C Ugwu; Ministry of Budget and Planning 

2. Mr. Christian Mba; Ministry of Information 

3.  Mrs Chinwe Laurentia Anibueze; Ministry of Gender Affairs and Social 

Development 

4.  Mr. Chukwudi Charles Maduekwe; Ministry of Science and Technology and 

others. 

Other notable Royal fathers in attendance were HRM Igwe Eze Udo Abel 

Nwobodo, HRM Igwe Godwin Nwanjoku, HRH Igwe Okolo , HRH A.B.C Ude (Ebube 

Agu Chimele Eze Etiti Obeleagu Umana) among others. 

Presentation of Kola nut: The Kolanut was presented to His Royal Highness Igwe 

Raphael Eze who accepted it and called on a traditional ruler in the Nike Kingdom 

HRH Igwe Okolo to perform the necessary rites. 

Opening Prayer: 
The Opening Prayer was said by HRH Igwe S.Ugwoke at 1:43 pm 

 
Welcome Address: 
The Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning, Hon. Dr. David O. Ugwunta 
welcomed the Executive Governor of Enugu State; Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi ably 
represented by the Deputy Governor of the State; Her Excellency Lolo. Cecelia 
Ezeilo , likewise other participants for honouring the 
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Government’s call. He made it known that the event for the day is ‘Citizens 
Engagement/ Budget Stake Holders Forum/ Public Consultation’ as is required for 
openness in Governance. He equally spelt out that the State has been engaging its 
Citizens in budget deliberations. The essence of the exercise as he stated is to 
allow citizens; who are the beneficiaries of Governance; the opportunity to make 
inputs on what they would benefit from. 
According to him, as the preparations for the 2021 budget are being wrapped up, 
it was deemed necessary to bring the Citizens represented by the Traditional 
Rulers, the President Generals ,The Women Group, The Youth Organization and 
The Civil Society Organizations to come and tell Government what they expect to 
see in the 2021 Budget. 

 
Opening Remarks: 
In her words, The Deputy Governor of Enugu State; Lolo Cecelia Obioma Ezeilo 
while delivering her speech stated ‘Test ideas in the market place; one learns 
from hearing a range of perspectives’ She equally noted that ‘Consultations help 
to engender support’ and there is no greater support than consultation. This she 
specified is the aim of the days’ event to draw Citizens’ Input into State 
Government’s year 2021 Budget. She referred to the Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi’s 
led Administration as one with responsive, inclusive, accountable and physical 
sustainability as key elements of its development agenda. The event as she 
described is just a formality but a deliberate and sincere attempt to activate one 
of the key pillars of the governance style and tendencies; carrying the Citizens 
along. She maintained that Citizens’ Engagement in Budget Preparation gave the 
government the opportunity to get Citizens’ invaluable inputs into a key 
apparatus for control and management in the system; the Budget. Through this 
activity stake holders and indeed the general public are given the opportunity to 
make input into the appropriation document thereby making it a Citizens’ Budget. 
Participatory budgeting is one of the Governments Commitments under the Open 
Government Partnership the Ani Enugu State Government Joined in September, 
2017. This commitment ensures that citizens participate and make input into the 
budget process starting with the pre -budget statement, the executive budget 
proposal, the budget debate through public hearing in the legislature, 
implementation, monitoring, reporting and auditing of the budget. The 
commitment also guarantees that budget information is made accessible to all 
promptly and in an easily understandable format with the ultimate objective of 
improving accountability on the part of government and its agents providing 
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openness and transparency in the budget process and ensuring that Citizens are 
engaged through the budget Cycle. She called on the participants to make good 
use of the opportunity because in a free society, Government must reflect the 
soul of the people, consultation and deliberation must be the end of its wisdom. 
She encouraged them to use the opportunity to play their individual and 
collective roles towards reversing the disturbing trend of low citizens’ 
participation in the budget cycle, ineffective management of public resources, 
poor public service ratings, low budget performance and generally weak 
transparency mechanism in the public governance space. 
She finally thanked them on behalf of the Governor His Excellency, Rt. Hon. 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi for honouring the invitation. 

 

The Essence of Citizens’ Engagement 
The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Budget and planning; Sir. K.C. Ugwu 
reiterated the reason for the gathering while specifying that Citizens’ Engagement 
has become a world issue in the preparation and implementation of the budget. 
According to him, it was started years ago while making the budget open for 
Open Governance. According to him, in the past, Citizens just hear about figures 
without knowing how budgets are prepared or implemented but along the line, 
the government felt that there was need to let the people know and even tell the 
government what they want. He quoted the Late Politician; MKO Abiola who said 
that ‘ a man’s head is not shaved in his absence’ and that’s why the government 
has gathered its citizens to know what they want before giving it to them because 
government is a Social Contract. He stressed further that the citizen is Key in 
every Social Contract because the power lies with the citizens who elect the 
government in power. Government then provides leadership and management of 
resources and provide security, while also representing the interest of the people. 

 
He referred to the to the ‘VEC’; ‘Visit Every Community’ Project which started in 
2012 by the Administration of Former Governor Sullivan Chime where the 
Executive Council was split into groups to visit communities to ask each 
community for three priority projects. From the VEC project, it was observed that 
most governments failed because they allocated the wrong projects to the wrong 
communities. For instance, there may be international markets situated among 
people who are not interested in it or schools for those who have no interest in 
education and as such those infrastructures and resources lay waste as the 
beneficiary communities have no interest or need for them. He pointed out that 
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the World Bank stepped in clarifying that a budget cannot be done well without 
due consultation with the people the budget is designed for, this clarifies why the 
Government has gathered its Citizens to engage them in the 2021 Budget Drafting 
Exercise in order to foster good governance. It involves the exercise of economic, 
political and administrative authority to manage the State’s affairs at a level and a 
manner that is participatory, transparent and accountable. 

 
He finalized by informing participants that the government however seeks the 
cooperation of the citizens (like in the payment of taxes) to harness the 
government resources and put it to good use to enable it give the desired services 
for the wellbeing of everyone and for the good of the people as well as the 
growth of the society. This he pointed out to be the intention of the humble and 
‘ready to listen Governor’ of the state who has the interest of the citizens at 
heart. 

 

2020 Budget Performance 
The Implementation of the year 2020 Revised Budget was analyzed to the 
understanding of the participants by the Hon. Commissioner for Budget and 
Planning. 
According to Hon. Dr, David Ugwunta, the state had an approved budget of 
NGN169.5 Billion which was revised down to NGN146.3 billion due to the impact 
of Covid -19 on the world’s economy and as well the State in particular. During 
the First Quarter when the Corona Virus Pandemic hit, everywhere went on 
lockdown. At some point, it became clear that the projections made and the 
expectations of expending the NGN169.5 billion were no longer feasible thus the 
downward review of the budget to NGN146.3billion. This was done after the 
meeting at Dome Event Centre where the stake holders were invited and 
informed of the Government’s decisions to reprioritize on expenditure in order to 
wage the war against Corona Virus and keep the people safe. 
The reason for the downward review was that at the point of preparing the 2020 
budget, oil price was estimated at $57 per barrel but at some point, oil price 
dropped to as low as $10 per barrel but we resolved to work with a bench mark of 
$25 per barrel. In 2019 when 2020 budget was being prepared, oil productions 
was estimated at 2.18 million barrels per day but because of the consequences of 
the Corona Virus, a reversal was made downwards to 2 million barrels per day. 
The exchange rate which was budgeted at N305 per dollar depreciated to N360 
per dollar was consequently assumed. The real GDP growth which was expected 
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at 2.93% was revised to 2% while inflation rate which was assumed at 10.81% was 
revised to 15%. Given the aforementioned, the budget was revised down to 
NGN146.3 Billion from NGN169.5 billion. A look at the third Quarter Budget 
implementation Report and the executive summary shows that as at September, 
2020 out of the NGN146 billion expected, the state has been able to achieve N68, 
869,567,217 and that represents 77.41% of the revenue performance 
He continued by analyzing the recurrent expenditure at which he said that N46, 
741,715,498 have been expended as the State Government has continued to pay 
salaries and equally make sure that Government is functioning optimally. 
The Capital Expenditure stands at NGN30,055,386,321 and the aggregate 
expenditure for both Recurrent and Capital expenditure from January to 
September, 2020 amounted to the sum of N76 ,797,101,819. (While the 
performance of recurrent expenditure stood at 89.30% performance, capital 
Expenditure stood at 52.33% performance). When this is put aside the quarterly 
projection of NGN109.7 billion the state has spent NGN76 billion and this 
represents 69.95% of the budget performance. The expenditure resulted from 
what the State has done some of which include: 

1. The Payment of the new minimum wage to workers 
2. Efforts to ensure that Corona Virus was fought to a standstill; procurement 

of Ambulances, payment of allowances to health personnel and other 
frontline workers 

3. Payment for room facilities for CVID -19 Patients 
4. Construction and furnishing of Staff residential Buildings (Doctors Quarters) 
5. The Reconstruction and Upgrade of the former Colliery Hospital now 

renamed the Enugu State Infectious Disease Hospital 
6. Maintenance of essential Supplies across the 17 LGAs in order to continue 

to fight the pandemic 
7. The introduction of the Nationally adopted standard of construction of 

Primary Health Centres: in this regard, the State has upgraded Nsukka, Oji 
River, Ibagwa Ani, Abakpa Nike, Amandim Olo,Obollo- Afor health Centres 
to Model Type 3 Primary Health Care Centres; called Model Type 3 health 
Centres because they contain hospital blocks, separate residents for 
doctors and nurses , water borehole and standby generator. The State 
Government is also working on completing 7 new Model Type 3 Primary 
Health Care Centres going on concurrently in Nkanu East, Igboeze South, 
Ezeagu, Igboetiti, Isi Uzor, Uzo Uwani and Udenu LGAs. 
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8. The construction of the ESUT Teaching Hospital Igbo-Eno and other 
constructions there in which include the ESUT Teaching Hospital Complex, 
2Nos 12 classroom faculty Buildings, 2Nos 10 classroom Faculty Buildings, 
2Nos 8 class room faculty Buildings for the ESUT College of Medicine as well 
as Industrial Water Borehole. 

9. The re-capitalization of the Drug Revolving Fund 
10. The State Government has also keyed into the Universal Health Coverage 

which is meant to provide access to health care for the poorest of the poor 
11. Massive Constructions and reconstructions of Urban and Rural roads some 

of which are still on going 
12. The construction and commissioning of the 13km Nike Lake Junction- 

Harmony Estate-Amorji Nike-Adoration Pilgrimage Centre road to serve as 
by pass and ease traffic in Enugu East Senatorial Zone 

13. The renovation of the Nike Lake resort Hotel 
14. The innovative creations in the Unity Park (former Forest reserve beside 

Okpara Square) to enhance tourism 
15. The Construction of a Chapel of Worship at the Government House which is 

at the verge of completion 
16. The ‘MOPOL 76’ Police Mobile Force Squadron Facility for the Nigerian 

Police Force is also being constructed 
17. The first CID Annex for the South East Geo Political Zone which is situated in 

Enugu has also been given a befitting office by the State Government. 
18. The State is equally keeping faith with the Forest Guards and the 

Neighbourhood Watch Group to ensure that they are properly funded 
through the establishment of Security Trust Fund. 

19. The State Government completed the removal of all encroachments to the 
Akanu Ibiam International Airport Facility; Removal and relocation of the 
120 meter Enugu State Broadcasting Service (ESBS)TV /Radio Mast and 
transmission station; The Demolition and relocation of the Orie Emene 
Market and ensured the reopening of the International Airport in August 
2020 after the reconstruction works at the airport. 

20. The Construction of the ESBS Transmission at Okpatu in Udi LGA 
21. The State is equally improving holistically to ensure food sufficiency in both 

crop production and livestock production; the Efi Igbo Development Centre 
is already on and not so long ago through the CARES Programme, the State 
Government distributed Rice improved seedlings as well as improved 
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cassava stems, fertilizers and pesticides to farmers in the state to 
encourage dry season farming. 

22. In the Education Sector, a whole lot has also been done, class room blocks 
have been constructed and reconstructed in all the 17LGAs in the state 

23. The State has equally engaged a lot of youth programmes running in the 
state under the SME Centre and a lot more others. 

 

2021 Budget Assumptions 
For the projections being made for 2021, there are expectations that the National 

GDP (Fiscal Assumptions) will grow by 3%, inflation by 11.95% and the exchange 

rate at N380 per Dollar. 

While drafting the 2021 budget, caution will be applied and as such 60% of total 

expenditure will be allocated to capital expenditure while 40% goes to the 

recurrent expenditure. The Agricultural Sector will take 1.8% of the Total Budget 

Size while Trade, Commerce, Industry and Human Development will take 1.4% 

and Works & Infrastructure will have 25.8% with 17.2% allocated to Education 

and 9% to Health while Water and Sanitation takes 4.05% and Good Governance 

and Security takes 17.5% with 2.5% allocated to Law Justice & Order and another 

2.5% goes to Community and Rural Development. 

To this end the Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning noted that the 

Citizens’ Input became paramount in order to influence the design and create 

balance in the 2021 Budget given what the citizens expect to be provided for in 

the 2021 Budget. 

 
 
Citizens’ Inputs: 

1. Name: Mr. Godwin Okeke 

Comment: A. We will like to see in the 2021 Budget an approval for a 

disaggregated database of Persons With Disabilities (PWD) to be managed by the 

Ministry of Budget and Planning as that will help in planning and caring for them. 

B. Request for Disability Access and Accessibility audit of buildings in Enugu State 

to find out how many structures are accessible to PWDs 
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C. The Budget should include free education for PWDs in the State up to Tertiary 

Level (for those interested) 

2. Name: HRH Igwe ABC Ude (Ebube Agu Chimereze in Etiti Obelagu Umana) 

Comment: The Government earlier started a programme of one community one 

project development through the Traditional Rulers and President Generals and 

as a result of which N10million was earmarked for each community but first 

disbursed N5million naira each to all autonomous communities. A request is 

hereby made for the completion of the approved fund amount to enable the 

communities complete the projects they initiated with the disbursed fund as that 

will help take developmental projects direct to the people. 

3. HRH Igwe Okolo of Nkwo Nike, Enugu East Local Government 

Comment: I appeal to the government to construct double lanes on the road from 

Nkwo Nike Junction to Ugwogo Nike to help ease the traffic congestion in that 

axis. 

4. Name: DSP. Lawrence Maimah (Rtd) (President General Imufu 

Autonomous Community) 

Comment: I request for the construction of access road from Ogrute to Ete. 

We live at the boarder; we are begging for the Imufu -Aguibeje to Iyionu road 

linking to Amaka Kogi State to be tarred – so that our farm products can be 

easily transported out to the cities as the oranges harvested last year all 

wasted because there was no access road. 

5. Name: Barr. Crownwell Chibuzor ( Co-Chair OGP Civil Society 

Organizations) 

Comment: A. Appreciated the presentation and the Enugu State Government for 

the contents on pages 56-60 of the 3rd Quarter Budget Implementation Report for 

the displayed level of openness. We appreciate the State Government for 

information around warrants and releases. This shows the readiness and 

willingness to sustain transparency, accountability and fiscal discipline in the 

state. These ‘releases’ were never shown in the past but today, Enugu State 

Government has willingly made the publications showing their commitment to 

openness. 
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B. Is it possible to provide for Tech-Based Education (teaching and learning) 

considering the era of the COVID 19 Pandemic? 

C. We are looking at the linkage or the leverage on SME and Tertiary 

Education in the State, Is the Budget linking what the SME is to do to be 

domiciled in Tertiary Education so that in a few years we will start reaping 

or harvesting from that? 

D. Considering the Youth Bulge in the State, there is every tendency that 

the 2% for rural communities may not be able to keep the youths within 

the rural communities to be able to undertake the issues of farming. 

E. In addition to constructing double lanes on the Nike Lake Road axis, the 

Government should also consider constructing a bypass to link New market 

or Iva Valley as that will help improve the city of Enugu bearing in mind 

again that the State has an international Airport. 

6. Name: Sir Victor Odah (The president General of Agbalenyi Autonomous 

community in Oji River Local Government) 

Comment: A. The issue of abandoned and dilapidated industries in the 

state Viz Sunrise Flour, AVOP, Cashew Industry, Nigercem, I request for 

rehabilitation, privatization or possibly sell off of the companies to 

business managers for creation of employment opportunities for youths in 

the state. 

B. The Government should help enhance security in the farms as people 

hardly go out freely to their farms except they go in groups for fear of the 

Fulani herdsmen. Though the Forest Guards are trying. 

c. I ask for the regularization and increment in the stipends given to the 

President Generals as that will motivate them to work more. 

Answers to the Questions/Comments 

The first part of the questions was handled by the SA to the Governor on 

SME Hon. Arinze Chilo- Offiah who explained that there are SME 

programmes for different range of people in the state viz: 

1. The Student-Preneur loan for students in the tertiary institutions in 

partnership with VFD Microfinance Bank where the students can access 

between N200,000 to N250,000 and it is a single digit loan; 
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2. The Micro Credit Lending Programme for small businesses and micro 

enterprises which is kicking off within the week, and in response to the 

question on PWD, all the loan programmes are for everyone and PWD who 

are engaged in economically viable businesses. 

 
3. The SME has a grant programme which is called the Federal Government 

MSME Survival Grant out of which three programmes have started viz: 

a. The Artisan Support Grant for providing a onetime payment of N30, 000 

to the artisans in the state. About 2,225 artisans are already beneficiaries to 

this programme. The selection was done 50/50 between male and female 

artisans and equal opportunities granted to all the 17 LGAs in the state. 

Worthy of mention also is that all the People with Disabilities who applied 

for the grant benefited. 

b. The Payroll Support Grant where a provision have been made for 

14,000 employees in the state, a minimum of three staff and a 

maximum of 50 staff can benefit from a minimum of N30,000 and a 

maximum of N50,000 for at least three months. A Business can 

register for the grant and have its staff salaries for about three 

months covered. The programme started 2months ago but the State 

has registered only 5,000 participants. The SPA on SME encouraged 

business owners to register for the grant as it will help support in 

their payment of the staff salaries. The Portal will soon open, even 

though the manual application is ongoing at the SME Enugu Office. 

c. The CAC Formalization Grant which is bent on business registration. 

There is allocation for 6,606 business registrations for whom their 

businesses will be registered as enterprises. Over 14,000 applications 

are already down and the Enugu SME is presently working with CAC 

to grant them registration. 

The SPA on SME further noted that the State Government will be 

embarking on its own version of the Artisan Support Grant, the Payroll 

Support Grant and the CAC Formalization Grant by the year 2021.There will 

also be two more grant programmes from the Federal Government viz: 
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1. The Transport Artisans Grants: Enugu state is entitled to 4,000 slots. 

Those involved are transport and automobile artisans. 

2. SME Grant where a one-time grant payment of N50,000 will be 

disbursed to over 5,000 businesses in the state. 

Still on the State’s efforts towards Social Development and care for the 

PWDs, the Permanent Secretary; Ministry of Gender Affairs and Social 

Development; Mrs Chinwe Laurentia Anibueze explained that The Ministry 

of Gender Affairs & Social Development prepares a social inclusive budget 

that properly incorporates the needs of PWD- People Living with Disability. 

The Rehab Emene offers Free Education, Free Food and Free 

Accommodation to PWDs. The Ministry is also at work in the LGAs to gather 

the necessary data of all the PWDs. The Rehab Centre Emene is undergoing 

rehabilitation, provision of water, solar lighting and road. 

On the other Part of the questions, the Hon. Commissioner for Budget and 

Planning Hon. Dr. David O. Ugwunta provided answers as follows: 

1. On the provision of accessibility for PWDs in buildings; he said the 

request will be forwarded to the Hon. Commissioner for Works and 

Infrastructure even though the government capture access for PWDS in 

the construction of Government Buildings. 

2. The Government has also granted scholarships to so many citizens; 

some are also ongoing. We will reach out to the State Scholarship Board 

to design a programme for PWDs. 

3. The request made by HRH Igwe A.B.C Ude on the completion of projects 

started with the support grants from the state government will be 

conveyed to the State Executive Council where decisions will be made 

on it. 

4. The request by HRH Igwe Okolo’s on the construction of a flyover and 

dual roads on the Nike lake Resort Road is already being considered by 

the government. 

5. The Igboeze North and South request for road constructions is also 

being considered by the State Government 
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6. The Online studies requested by Barr. Chibuzor Crownwell is already 

being considered according to the estimates of the Ministry of 

Education. 

7. The idea of linking higher education to SME has equally been noted. 

8. The requested bypass from Nike Road to New market has also been 

noted and will be taken to the State Executive Council. 

9. The Request by the PG of Inyi Community on the reactivation of 

Government Industries in the state is also noted as the Government has 

continued to maintain the security in those companies but most of 

those industries have legal challenges as a result of which the 

Government cannot just go in there. This present government even met 

some of the said industries in the same state but have stayed action due 

to the legal issues. 

10. The security of lives in the farm lands will equally be enhanced likewise, 

the request for regular stipends for the President Generals of different 

communities will also be taken back to the decision making authority. 

Other Comments: 

The women folk were not left out as the Enugu State Woman Leader; Lady 

Vera Ezeugwu appreciated the state government for its Citizens’ inclusive 

approach to governance. She equally commended the provisions made for 

the women and youth in the State SME Programmes. 

The Hon. Commissioner for Health; Dr. Ikechukwu Obi also appreciated 

every participant while also stating that the requests and contributions 

have been noted for the conveyance by the Ministry of Budget and 

Planning to the relevant persons that will have required answers to them. 

This process is going to make the budget of next year very robust as the 

citizens’ needs have been noted. 

Other Participants who had requests and questions that were not 

immediately attended to were asked to write them down for onward 

conveyance as appropriate. 

Vote of Thanks: 
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The Permanent Secretary; Ministry of Budget and Planning; Sir K.C. Ugwu 

appreciated all the participants for making out time to grace the occassion 

via the Ministry’s call to get the Citizens’ input for drafting the year 2021 

Budget to which he referred to them as ‘Partners in Progress’. He ended by 

appreciating the Governor of Enugu State and his administration for the 

opportunity to air the Citizens views in the process of Governance and 

hoping that for the level of accountability and transparency shown, that the 

good people of Enugu State will reciprocate. While wishing them a safe trip 

back to their various destination, he invited them to attend the event of the 

Governor’s 2021 Budget Presentation to the State House of Assembly. 

The Event ended with a closing prayer at 3:27pm. 

Scripted Requests 

Name: S. O Akarekwe (P.G. AKUTARAENU AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY) 

Comment: A request for Government to consider Rehabilitating Opi to 

Ogbede Road in Igbo –Etiti LGA of Enugu State which is now a threat to 

road users as the road has been bad for more than six years. 

Name: Amaechi Nnamuchi ESQ. (P.G MBA –ANO NIKE AUTONOMOUS 

COMMUNITY) 

Comment: I will like the government to consider creating access road to 

more rural communities. There is a link road that will decongest T-Junction, 

Nike Road etc in Abakpa Ako Nike, Ugwuomu to Emene Nike link road can 

serve the purpose if constructed. The road is less than 10Kilometres and 

will go a long way in alleviating the suffering of the people. 

Name: Hon. Eugene Agubuchue O. (P.G Adaba Community in Mbanano 

Development Centre Uzo-Uwani LGA 

Comments: I want the state government to consider in its 2021 Budget 

constructing virgin link roads between either Adaba cum Ukpata to Oghu 

Community that will help citizens of Mbanano carry their farm products to 

Enugu Urban. The distance between Adaba cum Ukpata to Oghu is not 

more than 4kilometres while the distance from Mbanano zone to either 

Enugu Urban or Nsukka is above 30kilometres. 
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I also want the state government to consider siting an international market 

at Adaba that will open up Mbanano zone for economic stability. 

I equally request that the stipends to all P.G.s be increased to at least 

N50,000 since they work more than every other person in the community. 

Finally, I thank the Governor and his team for managing the Covid-19 crisis 

effectively. 

Name: Anayo Ruth Oluchi (LITTLE ANGELS WORLD INT’L (AKA PROPER CHILD 

BIBLE CLUB) 

Comment: Children are the foundation of a good society. Most times, they 

are neglected as in their training and discovering of talents and gifts. I have 

been coordinating children’s club with my own abilities; helping them 

discover their gifts. I will need assistance in getting more children trained. 

Name: HRH Igwe Paul A. Ogbodo (The Echaloma II of Amankwo Ngwo Udi 

LGA) 

Comment: I appeal that the ENRUWASA should step up action and ensure 

that the ongoing project in my community is fast-tracked. 

Name: Christian Okafor (P.G Enugwueze Uno Ituku Autonomous 

Community Awgu) 

Comments: I noticed that nothing is said about the roads in Enugu Urban 

because it wasn’t captured in the budgets or does it mean the government 

is not thinking in that direction? 

It is a known fact that flyovers are lacking in some places but in some 

strategic places, I’m sure these burden on constant hold up in our roads will 

reduce to the barest minimum. 

 
Name: Chief Celestine A. (Akpakwume Community Udi LGA) 

Comment: I want to know whether my community is an abandoned 

community as both Local and State government could not help us in the 

renovation of the Community Secondary School building and the road 

project from Akpakwume Nze to Igbo-Etiti road (AKU) has also not been 

completed. 
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Name: Engr. Nkwuo Friday Reuben (P.G Ugwuaji Awkunanaw Town 

Union, Enugu-South LGA) 

Comment: I request that the traders’ money (grant) should not be only for 

those at Ogbete etc, the government should through the traditional rulers 

and P.Gs locate those traders in the rural areas. 

 
Name: HRH Igwe Kevin Mama (Aguma of Agu Umabor) 

Comment: The People of Agu Umabor have not seen electricity. 

 
Name: Chief J.N. Obetta (JP) P.G Agu-Orba Autonomous Community 

Udenu LGA. 

Comment: Why can’t the state government that had graciously approved 

the payment of stipends to the P.Gs to the Glory of God, ask LG Chairmen 

to pay such direct to the PGs in their LGAs instead of through the Rural 

Development Ministry which never did; to alleviate the suffering of these 

hardworking P.Gs 

 
Name: Mr. Ugwuoke Benjamin (P.G. Ezikolo Community Uzo-Uwani. 

Comment: Laterites have been poured on the Army Barack Junction 

Nsukka, Amenu/Oziedem Road to Nrobo/Ezikolo/Abbi Road in Uzo-Uwani 

but we await the asphalting before the rains start in April 2021. 

 
Name: Ugwu Eugene (P.G. Ihunowerre, Igbo-Eze South LGA) 

Comment: The Iheaka, Ihunowerre, Ibagwa, Unadu, Alor-Agu link Road in 

Igbo-Eze South LGA has continuously appeared in every year’s budget but 

has never been attended to. I suggest that in 2021 fiscal year’s budget, we 

start from the known to the unknown.This first barrier in Ugwogo, Opi, 

Nsukka road has been damaged and articulated vehicles have started using 

the road. The attention of the Hon. Commissioner for transport is needed 

urgently. 

 

Name: Barr. Chukwu Linus, PG Enuguoke Ihe,Awgu LGA 
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Comment: His Excellency the Governor of Enugu State on his own discovered that 

there is very slow rate of development in the greater part of Awgu, sited Enugu 

State University of Education in Ihe. It will be good if his lofty idea; the project is 

implemented through the allocation of resource envelope towards its 

actualization. 

It also appeared that Enugu State is no longer paying the retired civil servants 

their gratuity. It will be nice if the retired civil servants are paid their gratuity to 

enable them take care of their needs and the needs of their families. 

Name: Barr. Onwuegbu David, PG AKpugoeze,Oji-River 

Comment: The entrance to Enugu metropolis is very bad in terms of road 

especially from 9th Mile to 82 Div. government should try and construct it and 

apply for reinbursement from Federal government because the road is Federal 

road. 

Anonymous: Asking for basic Infrastructure in Nkalagu Obukpa 

Anonymous: Appreciate Government for renovating some primary Schools in 

their area 

Name: Chief Collins O. Okeh,PG Ekpulanbo Mgbowo 

Comment: Herdsmen are ravaging the farm and thirty thousand naira stipend 

paid to neighborhood watch are no more coming in their community. He is 

pleading to government to look into it. 

Name: P.G Unadu Community in Igboeze South 

Comment: He is asking for access road to be constructed in their community. 

Name: Ozo T.U Ezeorah,Ozalla Igbo-etiti: 

Comment: He is suggesting that all roads constructed by RAMP should be tarred 

to avoid further erosion disruption. 

Name: Igga P.G Chief Amuche Raphael: 

Comment: He is stating that Igga/Asaba Bridge is causing accidents. He suggested 

that it should be concrete built to prevent further accident. 

Anonymous 
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Comment: stated that most of the rural communities in the state especially 

Nsukka zone are not accessible .He is asking how the government can increase 

the budget to accommodate the construction of those link roads. 

Also stated that there is need for the construction of health center in Nsukka zone 

so as to reduce death rate in the area. 

Name: Comrade chukwu ,Aninri; 

Comment: He suggested that the budget should include recruitment of teachers 

in the state. He also suggested that those recruited should be evenly distributed. 

Name: Amos Obinna, P.G Abba Igogoro Igboeze North: 

Comment: He listed out the roads that need immediate attention in their area as 

follows: 

Igogoro-Ofante road, Ikpamodo-Amaja road, Imufu-Aguibeje road, Amufe-Olido 

road 

Name: Ogbonna Aloysius,PG Obollo Orie 

Comment: He said that their community needs government assistance in 

extension of electricity to different villages. 

Name: Mamah Titus JP Esali Amalla Udenu; 

Comment: He is appealing to State government to help build road in the 

community to boost road transportation in the area. 

Name: Ugwu Linus P.G Eziani Town Union Nsukka; 

Comment: He thanked the Governor of Enugu State for what he has done even in 

the midst of COVID-19 and lean income. He would like the Ministry of Budget & 

Planning to include in 2021 budget the provision of health Center in Ezeani 

Community. 

Name: Uzoigwe Jude Nwora (P.G Etiti Awlaw) 

Comment: He is writing through the Budget & Planning to the state government 

for boundary adjustment between the community and Owere ezukala in Orumba 

South. He said that the community is oppressing and laying claims on state land 

which is Etiti Awlaw farm land. 
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Name: Ejike Ilo-Tasie coordinating PG Oji-River: 

Comment: He stated that the road from Umabi –Ehuhe Achi-court is vital if 

constructed. This will help decongest the steady holdups/traffic jam on the Oji- 

River – Udi Road. The road if constructed will accommodate commuters going to 

Anambra-ufuma, Awlaw, Inyi, Ekwulobia etc. They are calling on government to 

look into opening of the road. 

He also stated that government should look into the issue of UTOPIAN Health 

Centers in some communities. That they have structure put up by government 

but has not been commissioned. 

Name: HRH Igwe John Alih: 

Comment: He stated that government promised to inaugurate committee and 

procure vehicle for traditional rulers. He is asking if it is provided in 2021 budget. 

Name: Prince Celestine Ozor PG, Akpugo, Ezike and Coordinator Uzo-Uwani 

Council of PG.: 

Comment: Requesting for Intervention by the State Government to complete the 

Adada Dam Project that will help in supply of water for irrigation for all farming 

season: The project has been ongoing for the past 6 years. 

Completion of the Eke, Affa, Akpkume-Nze, Akpugoeze Ike and Aku roads: The 

project started by the former administration of Governor S.I. Chime. The 

economic importance of the road to the State cannot be overemphasized. 

Name: Chief Samuel Ofoma Ezugwu, PG Nkpologwu Uzo-uwani: 

Comment: Retired Primary School teachers are owed pension arrears and gratuity 

over ten years: This is affecting the primary education system because those still 

serving appear to be hopeless when they retire and this bring lack of commitment 

to duty. 

Name: Igwe Romanus Ik. Odoh: 

Comment: He is pleading with government to prevail on the Local Government 

release to the Traditional Rulers of Constitutional 5% monthly allocation to enable 

them function maximally. He also pleaded that traditional Rulers and pensioners 

minimum wage to be included in 2021 budget. 
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Name: HRH Igwe Engineer Dr Asogwa Christian Ezechichiri 1 of Ede-Oballa 

(Udelgba Ola): 

Comment: He will like the 2021 budget to include construction of a specialist 

Hospital in Nsukka Zone. He stated that lots of people die due to nonexistence of 

specialist hospital. 

Name: Imavoo Matthew Ikechukwu State Audit, Enugu: 

Comment: He is thanking the Government for the good effort being made for 

paying salaries of workers as and when due, building roads, building hospitals 

now that we have economic meltdown. He is suggesting that all landlords and 

factory owners should be paying property tax so as to boost State IGR. 

(Anonymous)Comment: Suggested for designing a disaggregated database of 

persons with disabilities using the Washington Group Method. He also suggested 

conducting access and inclusion audit of Enugu State and providing free education 

of disable persons from primary to university level. (For interested PWD) 

Name: Mrs Amaka Nweke Rep. Global Society for Anti Corruption 

Comment: Considering that corruption is the new normal in Nigeria, what anti- 

corruption mechanism such as anti-corruption education, anti corruption desks in 

MDAs, has been put in place and what is the allocation for it? 

Also tracking and monitoring of projects such as projects attracted by senators 

and House of Reps. Members as well as the state projects; these could be 

achieved with partnership with CSOs. 

Name: Egwu Sylvester O. PG from Ukpata Community. 

Comment: he is appealing to state Government to put in place the electrification 

of Ukpata Community. He also thanked the Government for the construction of 

Onubogbo road to Umulokpa but still need tarring since RAMP did earth work 

construction on it. 

Name: Okonkwo Ebere Sonia Budget & Planning Consults (CSO): 

Comment: She is asking Government how was it able to achieve 25.6 billion in Q3 

when the State was under lockdown? And how has this transcended to better the 

lives of citizens in the State? 



 

Considering the harsh realities of COVID-19 pandemics, dwindling oil prices, hike 

in inflation rates; what plans do government have to improve IGR and block 

leakages? A critical study of the budget document reveals most of the 

potentials/sources of revenue in the state are not fully being harnessed. There is 

urgent need to look into these sources as oil revenue is gradually dwindling and 

with gradual influx of electronic cars, there is need for strategic plans for 

diversification. How much of these is being reflected in the 2021 budget? Why 

keep applying incremental budget when the revenues are dwindling? 

Main IGR in Q3 achieved 164% but hardly do we see this being reflected in 

revenue line items in the subsequent budget. 

Compiled by 

Lucy Nnenna Harry-Enwu 
Information Officer/PRO 
Ministry 0f Budget and Planning 
Enugu. 

 
 
 
Signed: Signed: 
Dr. David O. Ugwunta Sir. K.C. Ugwu 
Hon. Commissioner, Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Budget and Planning Ministry of Budget and Planning 

 
 
 

Signed: Signed: 
HRH Igwe Amb. Lawrence O.C Agubuzu Barr. Chibuzo Crownwell 
Chairman, Enugu State Council of Traditional Rulers Co- Chairman OGP, CSO. 
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Link to the video of the Enugu State Citizens' Engagement on 2021 Budget 

https://youtu.be/oMAMWA9klaw 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/oMAMWA9klaw


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



































































 


