REPORT OF THE ONE-DAY CITIZENS' ENGAGEMENT ON THE 2023 BUDGET
HELD AT NIKE LAKE RESORT HOTEL, ENUGU ON THE 30™ OF NOVEMBER,
2022,

The Enugu state government under the leadership of His Excellency, Rt. Hon. Dr. Ifeanyi
Lawrence Ugwuanyi, con has on Wednesday demonstrated his ardent belief in inclusive and

responsive governance as it holds the last Citizens Engagement through the Ministry of Budget
and Planning at Nike Lake Resort, Enugu.

The event started with the arrival and registration of participants at about 10.00am.,

Opening Remarks:

(a). The Governor of Enugu State

In‘an opening remark, His Excellency, the Citizens’ friendly Governor, who was ably represented
by the Hon, Commissioner for Finance and Economic Development, Mrs. Adaonah Kene-
Uyanwunne revealed that in adherence to the core value agenda of his administration; Governor
Ugwuanyi has upheld a responsive-responsible governance which encourages accountability and
transparency to the people: hence the core essence of Citizens' Engagement is to get the people

imvolved in governance especially in budget process and performance.

Gov, Ugwuanyi stated that Citizens” Engagement can be likened to “Nzuko Umunna™ because it
is a gathering where all participants ean freely interact and also vent their anger as the case may
be without fear. He noted that although this year's Citizens’ Engagement is significant because it
is the last fiscal vear budget that will be executed by his administration; the Citizens' should be
rest assured that their priority needs will be incorporated into the budget. He further thanked the
people whose faces he noted haye remained consistent over the years in all the previous Citizens’

Engagement adding that it is-a proof that they have embraced governance.

(b). Honourable Commissioner, Ministry of Budget and Planning;

Also. in a welcome address, the Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning, David O. Ugwunta,
P, AlF. HCis commended His Excellency Rt. Hon. Dr, Ifeanyi Lawrence Ugwuanyi cow, for
remaining committed to fiscal transparency and inclusive-responsive governance since inception

of his administration. He recalled that even before the State Fiscal Transparency, Accountability
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and Sustainability (SFTAS) Programme which came up with certain Disbursement Link Indicators
(DLIs) in 2018 Citizens Engagement inclusive; this administration had since 2015 offered citizens
who are the beneficiaries of all government policies and programmes the opportunity to interact
and make inputs in the designing of the State Government programmes and policies. The SFTAS
programme has a duration of 4 years with December, 2022 as the programme end date while the
performance for Result (PforR) covered the fiscal performance of States for four years (2018 —
2021). Thus, the 2022 Citizens’ Engagement on year 2023 Budget is the 1* engagement after the
end of the SETAS PforR. As such, the Governor has ensured the sustainability of the reforms

introduced by SFTAS.

Dr. Ugwunta further noted that the essence of the event was in two folds (1) to present the Citizens’
Accountability Report (CAR) on the implementation of the 2021 Budget of Recovery and
Continued Growth prepared from the 2021 Audited Financial Statements in collaboration with the
Civil Society Organisations, and (2) to creale room as usual for the Citizens to make elaborate
input in the 2023 budget. He however emphasized that the 2023 budget is a transition budget as
such. Citizens are to make inputs prioritizing ongoing projects in their communities and localities

for the purpose of completing them before the consideration of new projects.
(¢). Citizens’ Accountability Report:

During the presentation of the 2021 Citizens Accountability Report (CAR) done by a Deputy
Director and Head of Budget Department, Ministry of Budget and Planning, Mrs. Clara N. Ezeh
and the Co-Chairman, Open Government Partnership representing Civil Society Organisation,
Barr. Cromwell Chibuzor; it was noted that the audited financial statement of Enugu state which
was produced by the Accountant General of the State is summarized in the 2021 CAR in a format
that every Enugu Citizen can comprehend. They noted that from the report, the State Government
within the financial year had aggregate expenditure of N112.5 billion. Some of the Citizens’
nominated projects implemented in 2021 include: the reconstruction and rehabilitation of public
buildings including schools and hospitals across the State; construction of flyover bridge at T-
Junetion, Nike Lake Road, Enugu East Local Government; completion of Nike Lake-Harmony
Junction; rehabilitation of Ngwo/ 9" Mile Water Scheme and Network reticulation; rehabilitation

of Urban and Rural roads among others.



Participanis:

Participants at the event were delegates from the following:
Youth/ Women Groups

National Youth Council of Enugu State Students

L]

Nigerian Youth Parliament

National Association of Nigerian Students

National Youth Council of Nigeria

e Enugu State Female Comrades

e National Youth Assembly of Nigeria
e Nkanu Youth Assembly

e Agbaja Youth Assembly

¢ Nsukka Youth Assembly

¢ United Youth Forum

o Ada Di Iche Women
Civil Society Organisations

¢ Heroine Foundation
Lead Network Africa
CODE

A-CODE

Divine Era Development and Social Rights Initiatives

Community Leaders

e Members of Enugu State Council of Traditional Rulers
« Members of Christian Association of Nigeria, Enugu Chapter

e Members of Association of President Generals

Other Stakehaolders

e Members of National Union of Journalists, Enugu Chapter

* Members of Enugu State Executive Council
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e Permanent Secretaries

« Head of Agencies and Parastatals

e Other Government functionaries

Citizens' Engagement:

At the course of the event, the participants were given opportunity to make inputs that will reflect

in the 2023 Budget. Some of these inpuis are:

=

B,

I thank the State government led by His Excellency, Rt Hon, Dr. Ifeanyi Lawrence
Ugwuanyi cox for all he has done so far since inception into office. However, | appeal that
majors road that lead to Amechi Village right behind Emenite and another leading to Orie
Market by Proda should be constructed. (Mrs. Augusiing Nnamani, Ada Di Iche
0814763248Y).

Government should invest heavily on ICT especially in the creation of standard State
povernment website and permanent handles. (Mr. Jideofor Jude Chijioke, Ezeagu Youth
(1816464 1468).

The rice processing factory being built at Ezinesi Oduma has been abandoned due to lack
of fund, The State government should please help us look into it, (HRH Igwe Daniel O.
Njoku, Diji 1 of Ezinesi Oduma, Aninri L.G.A, 05033128978).

There is need to resuscitate some Community Development Projects and also boost the
marching funding especially for Community Social Development Projects and Rural
Flectrification Board to enhance development in rural areas. (Ifeoma Ogbu, PRO Minisiry
of Rural Development 08038307707).

| appreciate His Excellency for good governance in Enugu State. | wish to remind to the
State government to complete the Udenu ring road and the grading of all rural roads in
Udenu. Thanks. (Mr. Abah Patrick O., Coordinator Udenu PGs, 08088037757).

There is need to improve the Internally Generated Revenue as FAAC allocation is already
being threatened with the zero or no remittance from NNPC to CBN. The internal roads
around Agbani Road should be looked into for repairs so that Agbani gridlock can be
reduced. Also, Trans-Ekulu traffic is worth looking into as alternative route can be fixed



to reduce the stress of citizens. The clearance of Dustbins by ESWAMA should also be
looking into as several axis for instance One-Day road are usually filled with dirt. (Mrs.
Sonia Ebere Okonkwo, OGP Member, 0806331 1266).

I thank the Governor for fixing the dilapidated Nkalagu Eha-Amufu road up to Federal
College of Education and earth road from the College to Ikem. However due to heavy
trucks from the North regularly plying that route to Abakiliki, Imo and Abia, the road is
totally damaged. 1 plead that the State government comes to our rescue. Also, the State
government should beef up security in Eha Amufu to curtail the attacks of Fulani herdsmen
against farmers which if not done will stifle farming activities thereby leading to serious
food scarcity and hunger. (HRH lgwe Engr. Samuel Ogbodo, Eha Amufu Autonomous
Communiry, Isi-Uzo L.G.A, 070313]19748),

| appeal to the State government to provide grant to people working in private sectors
especially the private school teachers who are in some cases not well paid. I equally suggest
that more youths be enrolled into ICT (Qfido Emelia I Enugu State Female Comrades
09060037134),

| propose that the State government creates more skill acquisition hub, Just like the Tech
hub, there should be hubs for Agriculture, Fabrication, Auto repairs etc. this will help to
consistently empower the youths which will in turn reduce unemployment rate in the State.
(Gabriel U Odi, Speaker National Youth Assembly of Nigeria, Enugu State,
O8035438046)

.| plead with the State government to ensure rural electrification in Akpado Umulumgbe

Udi L.G.A. Also. low cost housing should be made available for Artisans in Nsukka and
Enugu Town. Secondly, more youths should be included in community policing this will

help reduce crime in the State. [ Maoses Jonathan, Nsukka General Assembly 09022369779),

.1 plead with the State government to look into the once approved Edem-Nrobo-Abbi road,

Uzo-uwani L.G.A. (Dr. Goodness Nwabueze Enugu State Female Comrades Youth

17081625548).

The Enugu State Budget should make provision for Agricultural Land Development. |and

my Community (Ekoh) had provided about two thousand hectares of land for Agricultural
use but nothing has been done on it by IFAD and NEPAD simply because there is no budget
for such project (Mr. Mark Ogbonna, Coordinator PG Aninri, L.G.A 07035112926).



13.

14.

13.

16.

1 appeal to the State government o reconsider the construction of Agu-Idume Bridge across
Ogbafun River in Amagunze, Nkanu East LGA as it was included in the 2022 budget but
till now nothing has been done. (Chief Hycinth Obisi, Chairman Agu-Edume Amagunze
Nkanu L.G.A, 08021107845).

The State government should look into Nsukka-Igboeze North -Ette road and Alor-Uno-
Okutu road. (Roy Ekwueme, President Nsukka Youth Assembly 07017001722).

Enugu State government should enforce its commitment made in September 2020 to end
open defecation by 2025 in line with global targets set by United Nations. There is also
need for the State government to go beyond water provision to provide for satisfaction and
hygiene as component of WASH (Enwetum Ogechukwu U. (Esq.). Executive Director,
Divine Era Development and Social Rights Initiatives (CSO) Member, State Steering
Commitiee, OGP. 08038726200).

The roads from Eso bus stop through Emeka Ebula-Tkirike road connecting One-day
through Mount-Meniru Street should be captured in the 2023 budget. (Comr. lke Austin
Izuchukwu, Agbaja Youths General Assembly 08039193656).

. | appreciate the State government for the great work done in IMT. However we pray the

State government to look into the dilapidated academic blocks in the school like the Food
Technology Department, Electrical Engineering Department. Science Laboratory Tech.
(Prof. A. U Nweze, FCA, FCIT.Ph.D., Rector, IMT)

. | plead with the State government to include the renovation of dilapidated primary schools

in the rural areas of the State in the 2023 budget. (Ozoile Chimma Jane, Ada Di Iche

O8034643232).

. I suggest that a production industry be sited at Nsukka to take youths out from street. Also,

Opi-9th Mile road should be rehabilitated and a flyover constructed at Opi Junction to ease
petrol tankers movement. SUMAS at Igbo-Eno should be equipped and made functional.
Additionally, rural roads in Nsukka Town- Nguru, Nru and Ihe-Owerre should be opened
up to ease transportation of goods to the Town. (Onyekachi Callistus Omeje, Nsukka Youths
General Assembly 07066093563).

.1 appeal to the State government to capture the completion of the Akpakwume, Ezi-Nze,

Ibute-Nze and the Eke-Ebe- Egede-Atta - Akpakwume-Nze road into the 2023 budget as
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only Ikm of the road was done in 2019 leaving above 10km undone. (Charles

Chukwuemeka Chibuoke, Chairman Ezedike Football Assaciation 0806035827664).

. The State government should see 1o the asphalting the completed earth road linking

Ngwoo-Asaa, Imeama and Nsude Communitics. Secondly, a Law should be enacted to
make Enugu State Town Union a Ministry so as to enable PGs function as 4tier government
in their respective communities. (Hon. fsaac U. Onyia, Enugu State Association of Town

Unions 08037217160).

. The State government should mandate local government to invest in youth empowerment

programmers. (Ebube Nebo, Aghaja Youth General Assembly 08035696510)).

. The road connecting Igbo-Eze South and Akpanja part of Kogi state and Ibagwa-ltchi-

Unadu-Alor-Agu needs the State government's attention (Ohagwu Anthony C, PG
Coordinator, lgbo-Eze South, L.G.A 08035433777).

24. The State government should increase the allocation to Tech Hubs/Youth innovative

centers; make provision for ambulances for Primary Health Centers in all the 17 LGAs;
employ more Doctors, midwives and Healthcare workers in all the Primary Healthcare
Centers in Enugu State and rehabilitate all Urban Street roads (Dr. Daniel O, Ugwu,
Connected Development (08063567 1192).

. The State government should partner with the Federal government to complete the water

reservorr and treatment plant at Obimo and also put measures in place to reticulate this
water from the water treatment plant to Nsukka urban. (Sir, Celestine Ozor, Coordinalor

Uzo-Uwani, PG 08038871210,

. More detailed attention should be paid to youths who engage in sporting activities in the

State (Prince-will Ugwu, National Youth Council of Nigeria. 08131262493).

. Water supply to Enugu indigenes and renovation of all community schools should be made

top priority in 2023 budget. (Chukwuma Okenwa LEAD Network Africa, 070300833 10).

. There is need to urgently complete the upgrade of Special Science School in The, Awgu

LGA. Also, the Awgu Games Village needs the State government's attention. (Chief
Udeani P.K. PG Coordinator, Awgu L.G.A. 08063844573).

29. The State government should make budgetary allocation to sports development to enable

the State contingents participate in National Sports Festival like other States. (Jruchulbwu
Epueke, Solid FM).



30. The construction of Ida-Ajuona Obukpa-Obige Obukpa,Ogbagu Obukpa to Tbagwa-Ani
roads should be put into consideration in 2023 ( Barr. RSN Ezeh Obige Obukpa
(803951 3428).

The Honourable Commissioner, Dr. Ugwunta responded to some of the issues raised by the

participants that needed immediate elarification. The event ended at about 1.30pm.

Compiled by: Chukwuka, Ifunanya Judith
Information Cfficer/PRO

Ministry of Budget and Planning.
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] HRH lgwe Amb. Lawrence Aguhu:u, ooN ) cFR- .

Ph.D.

Hon. Commissioner, Chairman, Enugu State Council of Traditional Rulers.

Ministry of Budget and Planning.

Co-Chairman OGP, C50,
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