ENUGU STATE GOVERNMENT HOLDS CITIZENS ENGAGEMENT ON 2025 BUDGET
PREPARATION AND DISSEMINATION OF 2023 CITIZENS ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT

The Enugu State Government through the Ministry of Budget and Planning held a
one day Citizens' Engagement on 2025 Budget and Dissemination of 2023 Citizens
Accountability Report on 19th day of November, 2024 at Nike Lake Resort Enugu.

The program started with the arrival and registration of participants at about
8:50am.

The Executive Governor of Enugu State, His Excellency Dr. Peter Ndubisi Mba ably
represented by the Hon. Commissioner of Budget and Planning, Barr. Chris-Roberts
Ozongwu who equally chaired the event.

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Budget and Planning Mrs. Clara
Nwakaego Eze reiterated the reason for the gathering while specifying how happy
people are about the good works of the Governor in the state. In her words, "we
are here to tell the government what we want and encourage the government to
do more".

Also present at the event were Members of the State Council of Traditional Rulers
led by, Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Enugu Chapter, Umu Ada Igbo Group,
Civil Society Organizations

President- General of Town Unions, Joint National Association of Persons with
Disabilities (JONAPWD),

Nigeria Labour Congress



Trade Union Congress and

Youth Leaders from different Wards.

Other key officials at the event include

Managing Director ESIDA Dr. Sam Ogbu-Nwobodo, Executive Secretary Economic

Planning Honourable Nnanyelugo Dan Onyishi, Deputy Director PRS Ministry of
Work Oguegbe Alex.

The Opening prayer was led by Very Rev Father Benjamin Eze at about 1:28pm
while the breaking of Kolanut ceremony was officiated by HRH Igwe Okolo of Amoji
Nike who asked God to protect the Governor and give him long life and intellectual
ability to carry on with his good works in Enugu State.

The event was declared open by the Executive Governor ably represented by the
Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning, Barr.Chris - Roberts Ozongwu.

In his welcome address, the Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning, Barr.Chris
- Roberts Ozongwu commended the Governor for his effortless and transparent
leadership and his offer of commitment to good judgement and service delivery to

Ndi Enugu.

He said that the forum is always to ensure participatory budget process and to
gather the needs and priorities of different communities so that resources could be
allocated accordingly, which in turn will enhance the greater public access to
information about state government activities, facilities and ensure that all voices
can be heard through this fair approach.



According to him, the government of Enugu State led by his Excellency Dr. Peter
Mba is constantly encouraging the citizens’ participation in decisions and
implementation of government policies.

In his words, "This exercise, citizens’ participation is a mechanism of guiding and
has been characterized as necessary to ensure a good relationship between the
government and the general public; quality service and quality implementation."

The Hon.Commissioner pointed out that everyone one in Enugu sees the projects
being implemented in the State by the Governor who has stayed in the office for
only 1 year and 6 months and has turned Enugu State into something beautiful and
also promised the citizens that more is coming.

Good Will Messages

The Very Rev Father Benjamin Eze who represented the Faith-Based Organizations
in delivering his goodwill message recognized the efforts of his Excellency Barr.
Peter Ndubisi Mba who is filled with the capacity to do good and allowing citizens
to be part of government by utilizing the options of common men.

He extended gratitude to his Excellency for being himself and doing what he knows
how to do best while also wishing that God will continue to use him to direct the

affairs of the State.

"I am happy that we are all here to discuss about the State's budget to make input
and | appreciate His Excellency Barr. Peter Mba on his various talk and do projects
in the State", expressed The Chairman Enugu State Traditional Rulers;

HRH Igwe Emmanuel Ugwu while delivering his good will message. The traditional
father added that the members of the traditional council



are all proud that the Governor is fulfilling the promises he made with

actions resulting in projects in education, health, transport sectors and overall in
infrastructural developments in the state.

Speaking also was the Executive Director Civil Society Organizations, Dr. Cosmas
Ohaka who added that participants have gathered to listen to the Hon.
Commissioner and the Ministry and also make contributions in 2025 budget of
Enugu State.

On behalf of the women, Umuada Igbo Group, Mrs Ekedigwe Ndidiamaka Juliet
expressed appreciation to the Governor on his good works in the State. She stated
that she is so happy to see him start his projects from where his predecessors
stopped. Speaking further, she expressed hope that at the end of this tenure Enugu
State will be a tourist haven.

The Chairman of the Trade Union Congress, Comrade Ben Asogwa also keyed in to
the good will messages saying "Our Governor is doing well. We take time to praise
people that are doing well so as to sustain more energy and know they are getting
it right. Our Excellency the Governor hit the ground running immediately he came
into office. The level of project he has on ground is still a surprise to so many people
and we believe with this budget of 2025, it will ensure that there would not be any
abandoned project because he has rescued projects that were abandoned for years
in Enugu. As labour leaders we take time to say well-done to whoever that is doing

well. We believe seriously in this government and hoping that this budget will move

us forward and from our contributions in this program, the Governor will know

what the citizens want for a better tomorrow as we hope for 2025 to be better than

this year".



His Nigera Labour Congress counterpart, Barr. Fabian Nwigbo in his own speech
appreciated the workaholic Governor calling him a promise keeping governor with
a difference. He reiterated that His Excellency approved a minimum wage of
N80,000 for civil servants in the state exceeding the national minimum wage of
N70, 000. According to him, this speaks a lot about his good intentions in Enugu
State and the workers are happy with his performance. He equally expressed
happiness over the invitation happy to make contributions in the preparation of
the year 2025 budget for his Excellency to know what the people really want and
also appreciated the Ministry of Budget and Planning for organizing the
engagement session.

Chairman Youth Leader PDP Enugu West, Ejike llo Kasie started by expressing
gratitude following the inclusion of the Youth contributions on last year in the 2024
budget. He thanked the Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning showing that
the gathering is not a joke. He added that the whole developmental project going
in the state is for the youth, women and children adding that all the projects going
on in our various autonomous communities and our various wards.

The Chairman Joint National Association of Persons with Disabilities, Enugu State
Chapter, Comrade Onyebuchi Mba spoke on behalf of the association, thanking the
Governor His Excellency Dr Peter Mba because he has changed a lot in the disability
community. According to him, in education sector, His Excellency has reactivated
the State inclusive education policy with the committee set up currently to look
into the policy and develop it in such a way that it will be inclusive with the
recommendations and most importantly those with disabilities are officially written
to, invited and requested to nominate who represents them in that committee. He
announced that

His Excellency increased the monthly subvention of Special Education Center in Oji
River from #750,000 to #1.5 million currently and also ordered materials like bed



and some other things he had approved to ensure that the school hostels have the
needed materials for persons living with disabilities.

President General of Town Unions, said that a lot of projects are going on in the
rural areas and that they are very grateful and appreciated His Excellency Dr Peter
Mba for all his good works.

2023 Budget Performance

The Implementation of the 2023 Revised budget was analyzed by the Chairman,
Civil Society Organization, Barr. Cromwell Chibuzor. According to him, the 2023
budget originally was #166 billion for the 2023 fiscal year, but when Governor Mba
came on board, the inflation gave rise to a supplementary budget of 2023 about
#58 billion, making it a total of #224.7 billion. The revenue outcome of the State
showed a budget size of #172.7 billion and an actual #220.6 billion. The State's
expenditure profile showed #224.7 billion and actual #179.7 billion, with a
performance rate of 80% for all standards.

2024 Budget Performance

Hon. Commissioner for Budget and Planning, Barr. Chris-Roberts Ozongwu,
presented the 2024 budget performance report. According to him, the State has
over 1,000 ongoing projects, with a capital budget of #414 billion and a current
expenditure of #107 billion. The Commissioner highlighted some of the notable
achievements of the 2024 budget, including the approval of #25,000 incentive to
all civil servants to cushion the effect of fuel price increase and a follow-up approval
of #80,000 new minimum wage with effect from October 2024,

Other notable achievements include the construction of integrated Model Smart
Schools in 260 wards across 17 LGAs, construction of International Conference
Center Enugu, construction of International Hospital, Rangers Avenue, Enugu,
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revitalization of Hotel Presidential, Enugu, and construction of Owo-Ubahu-Ama
Nkanu-Neke Ikem Road, among others. The Commissioner emphasized that these
achievements demonstrate the government's commitment to transforming the
state and improving the lives of its citizens.

Ease of Doing Business Reforms in the State

The Managing Director Enugu State Investment Development Authority, Dr. Sam
Ogbu-Nwobodo, in his speech, referred to Enugu State as the right economic hub
in Nigeria that is attracting both local and foreign investment due to its strategic
reforms aimed at improving the Ease of Doing Business (EODB) in the State.
According to him, the State government led by His Excellency Dr. Peter Ndubisi
Mba, with his progressive administration, is committed to creating an enabling
environment to support entrepreneurs through investment. He said that Enugu
State's economic indicators are promising, with remarkable growth in small and
medium scale enterprises and increased capital investment from both local and
international investors, involving investors' confidence in the management of
Enugu State economy by the present administration.

Dr. Ogbu-Nwobodo further stated that it was through government efforts that
diverse business opportunities were established. He also said that when the
Governor came into office, he signed the Executive Order NO 3, which gave rise to
economic growth through investment based on Ease of Doing Business,
transparency, creditability, and accountability. Again, he said that different MDAs
have been mandated, especially the business enabling MDAs, to create and publish
their Service Level Agreement so as to avoid hidden charges or unclear regulatory
processes.



In his words, "As a result, today, | am bold to stand before you to reaffirm this
administrative commitment to fostering a business-friendly environment where
every entrepreneur, both local and foreign, can thrive with confidence and
creditability." He further said that he has heard about the numerous projects and
he is on the side of receiving moribund industries and State enterprises. And
therefore, he believed that the State is missing one of the key legacies of its
founding fathers, which is the Niger Gas Plant in Emene, and he went further to

say, in assurance, that the Plant will become operational by the end of January
2025.

According to him, a thriving business environment is a foundation for creating jobs,
generating wealth, and improving the general quality of life of the people. Many
persons from different organizations made input in the budgetary processes and
pleaded to have an increased budget allocation in different sectors like Water
Resources, construction of roads, Electricity, Education, Health Care, etc.

In closing remarks, HRH |kechukwu Asadu Ogadagidi appreciated everyone that
made it to the engagement. In his words "we the Royal Fathers are very happy for
finding time to make positive input in our State and | PRAY that God will bless
everyone abundantly". He commended everyone from different organizations and
pleaded with the Commissioner to remember them for proper engagement in 2025
budget. He therefore urged all to be in peace and unity so as to continue moving

forward. The Very Rev. Father Benjamin Eze said the closing prayer at about 3:13
pm.

CITIZENS INPUTS

1. Name: Engr. Eusebius U. Oyigbo (PG Amozalla Affa Udi North)

| plead with the Governor Peter Mba to construct Eke- Egede Affa Akpakwume- Aku
Road so as to reduce kidnapping and also travellers from Abuja to Anambra will
equally use this road instead of going through Opi to 9th miles.
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Again Amozalla Affa and all the communities have no access to water and also we
need a Police station in Affa.

2. Name: Comrade Barr. Fabian Nwigho (Chairman Nigeria Labour Congress
Enugu State Council). | request for housing for workers of Enugu State,
Secondly, construction of Agu Ukehe road that runs from Umunko in Igbo
Etiti LGA through Agu Ukehe to Ugwogo Nike.

Thirdly, we plead for the completion of the NLC Secretariat at NO1 works road GRA
Enugu.

Finally, revitalization of Ohebedim Aluminium Industry.

3. Name: Ozo Ejike Ilo Tasie (PDP Zonal Youth Leader Enugu West).

| appreciate the Governor Peter Mba and I'm pleading that work should commence
at Umuabi- Ehuhe Achi- Court Old Portharcourt road so as to reduce the suffering

of our people to the minimum.

4. Name: Comrade Rose Ugwu (Chairperson NLC Women Committee)

| plead with His Excellency Barr Peter Mba to bring Army or Police Barracks in Uzo-
Uwani LGA to enable us to go to farm without fear,

Again Nkpolugu Community needs water,

5. Name: Uzor Ugonna Kingsley (Executive Director Red Foundation).

We need budgetary allocation for counterpart founding of Social Development
activities in Enugu State for local and international NPOs and NGOs.



6. Name: Anayo Ruth Oluchi (CSO Member)

| plead with the Governor Peter Mba to establish a "Talent Development Fund".
Allocate some millions in animal bases for children's talent development programs,
in various LGAs to identify gifted children.

Establish children's Art and Craft worshippers.

Construct multi purpose talent centers in each LGA.

7. Name: Comrade Dr. Ezekiel Omeh (Chairman Joint Public Service Negotiating
Council JNC Enugu State).

Establishment of independent power project through Public Private Partnership
(PPP) to encourage competition in energy provision and services to the State.

Construction of Umuida- Unadu Akpanya road that is now cut off by erosion.

Palm wine bottling and preservation company to be sited at Umuida, Enugu Ezike
where Palm wine is massively produced.

| plead with the government also to subsidize land registration for civil servants
that are able to acquire land for personal housing project.

8. Name: Dr. Oraedu Nnem Juliet (NLC Enugu State).

We plead with His Excellency to include Agbudu Udi in the ongoing Smart School
Project and Smart Health Project in Agbudu Udi.

Again water project should also be considered since we have a by-pass road
connecting Udi to Oji River way. Also we need a road network in Agbudu Udi.

9. Global Missions International (GLOMINT)
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We plead with the Governor Peter Mba to provide shelter for

older people, and
rehabilitate those dilapidated hospital halls.

Secondly, provision of shelter to the violated in a secluded area in Enugu State,

10.Sonia Okonkwo (CSO/OGP Partner)

The adjourning streets after Idaw River and Ikirike is terrible. All the roads/streets

linking One Day road like Oliver Agbo and Co are impassable as only Meniru, Mount
is good.

11.Name: Cosmas Ohaka (Researcher, Development Consultant)

The Alulu road at the foot of "T" Junction Flyover and a good bypass to link Trans
Ekulu and Enugu East LGA quarters is in a terrible condition. The community has no

school, hospital or any other government facility. Constructing this road will give
the residents a sense of belonging.

12.Name: Engr. Ralph Ndigwe.

In light of the recent autonomy granted to Local Governments, | propose that
Enugu State initiate the construction of multi-level flats designed for workers with
a requirement to complete at least one such project every three years during their
tenure.

13.Ezemal Sylvester PG

| plead with the government to help us construct the road that lead to Itchi-agu
community lgboeze South. Again we don't have electricity supply in my community
since five years ago and also there is no commissioned secondary school in Itchi
Agu community. Government please come to our rescue.
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14.Name: Ozoihu Chimma Jane (Women Organization)

| want to make an appeal that the government should provide personal computers
or laptops to teachers in the school system as we all know that we are in the
computer age and a lot of informations are provided in the Internet. This will help
the teachers to be fully equipped with knowledge in their individual fields and for
outermost productivity in the education sector.

Also speaking on behalf of my community Umumba Ndi Uno Ezeagu along
Enugu/Onitsha expressway, my community is having the issue of water scarcity. |
therefore appeal that the government in 2025 budget should come to our aid.

15.Name: John Q. Aneke PG

There is no electricity in my community Obeleagu Umana and our Community

Secondary School is in a dilapidated state since its inception over 20 years ago.
Government please help us.

16.Name: Comrade Peter Nwaiwu

Please government should consider the construction of the of Nkwubor Ugwuomu
Road to join the Orie Emene road. This road is so important as it inhabits a lot of
farmers and farm produce of which of this access is given, the suffering of the

farmers bringing their produce to the market will be reduced and the exorbitant
prices on the locally produced goods.

17.Name: Chiamaka (JONAPWD)

Disability Commission for Enugu State persons with disabilities.
Budget line for Enugu State persons with disabilities.
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Increase in subvention for Qji River Special Education Center, school of the deaf Oji
and rehab center Emene.

Economic empowerment of Persons with disabilities

Assistive technology for persons with disabilities.

18.Name: Okoroafor Blessing Nkechi (JONAPWD)

The transport system scheme of the State should be made accessible for persons
with disabilities in Enugu State.

19.Name: Comrade Onyebuchi Mba (Chairman JONAPWD Enugu Chapter)

| want to request for a specially designed Housing Scheme targeted at persons with
disabilities because there are few of us into the State civil service as civil servants,
we plead with the government to establish a house for low income earners.

Secondly, | request that 2025 budget should capture Health Insurance Scheme for
persons with disabilities because a whole lot of us cannot afford hospital

requirements for treatment.

Finally across the 17 LGAs of the State, all the public infrastructures we are
witnessing now, let there be total inclusivity, while we build our roads build it in
such a way that a person on a wheelchair will see a space to go through, and also a
blind person can navigate his or her way.

20.Name: Ichie Obinwanne ( Coordinating PG for PGs Udi LGA)

Enact a law specifying roles of Igwe and President Generals.

Rehabilitation of boreholes in communities, this is because water is the major
problem of rural dwellers in Enugu State.
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Improve the welfare of pensioners- pay monthly pension regularly, increase the
pension to match new minimum wage.

Continue to improve security in our State to allow our people to go to their farms
and do other business affairs freely.

21.Name: Ugwu Gabriel
Firstly, Edem road in Nsukka should be considered for construction.

Secondly, as a civil servant, | suggest that houses for Civil servants are very
necessary as it will reduce the economic burden on the staff of Enugu State.

Finally, development of farm infrastructure at farm settlement in Agu-Amagu Akpa

Edem as this will provide ground for food security if the potential of this area is put
into consideration.

22.Name: Ude Chijioke (Youth leader of Ngwo Asaa ward)

We plead on government to provide water for the people of Ngwo Asaa.

23.Name: Hon. Festus Ndubuisi (PG of Aguobu-Iwollo Autonomous Community)

We want our Secondary School Laboratory equipped. The school is an eye saw, no
nothing and the building is dilapidated.

24.Name: Mr Obinna Omerecheta (Youth Leader Agbadala Achi- Community Oji
River)

| request that the government should please provide access road to our farm lands,
and also silos and storage industries for the future of Ndi Enugu.

14



Provision of housing units for Enugu State workers considering primary school
teachers.

Training of youth in Palm plantation because it is a very lucrative business.

Setting out schemes for youths to access loans for quality development and engage
them with business.

25.Name: Comrade Benneth Asogwa (TUC Chairman)

| humbly request for further provision in the budget of 2025 to expand the water
reticulation to other areas of Enugu.

It is the wish of workers for Interest Free Loan Program to be provided for workers

who have need for loan will have this as an alternative considering the high interest
rate of loans in commercial banks.

May | humbly request for government to complete the Aku- Leija Nsukka Road
which was constructed by Federal government and it just remain about 3
kilometers to join the road to Nsukka urban.

On behalf of Trade Union Congress (TUC), Enugu State Council and the entire
workers, | hereby request for the inclusion of the completion of TUC State
Secretariat building located at the Daily Star Office behind First Bank Zik Avenue.

26.Name: Prince Oliver Okozor (PG PRO Enugu State PG's)

We commend the government of Enugu State for the minimum wage adoption and
implementation to the Civil Servants of the State. Please help to include the
enhancement of the President General's stipend from #30,000 to #80,000 since we

buy in the same market and the tedious work we undergo in our various
communities.
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27.Name: lkenna Ogbodo (PG Enugu Autonomous Community, Ndiagu Akpugo
in Nkanu- West LGA)

| plead with the government that Enugu Autonomous Community caved out from
Ugwuafor Autonomous Community need the help of the government in the area
of road construction. We have no road at all. Our people are suffering so much
especially during the rainy season. And again we have no Primary and Secondary
Schools at all. Please government should come to our help.

28.Name: Ebuka Anichukwu (JONAPWD)

Having known that housing is one of the difficulties we as persons with disabilities
are facing in the State, let the payment of the low income Housing Scheme be
deducted from the salary monthly.

29.Name: Hon, Festus Ndubuisi (PG Aguobu Iwollo Autonomous Community)

The government should kindly come to our aid in the rehabilitation of our Primary
and Secondary School buildings in our community.

30.Name: Barr. Dorothy Oleka (Nwanyi bu Ife Development and Resource
Foundation Awgu LGA).

We plead with the government to specifically allocate huge budget to enable the
school of Nursing and Midwifery Awgu to meet its emerging demands as a result of
the current intake of prospective nurses and midwives.

They require lecture halls and equipments to facilitate training.
Accommodation/Hostels and water to ease the study processes for our children.

Secondly, government should allocate some resources in the Ministry of Health so
as to look into the Emergency Unit in Parklane hospital Enugu.
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31.Name: Ugwuanyi John (PG of the Community).

Nkalagu-Obukpa Community is one of the towns in Igboeze South with no road and
our people are mainly farmers. To transport their farm products to urban areas is
very difficult. | plead with the government to help us construct our roads.

32.Name: Benneth Obinna Ugwu (Akirinja Rehabilitation Center owned by
Enugu Diocesan Therapeutic Center).

We plead that the government get involved in partnering with us to establish more
rehab centers to address mental iliness and substance abuse in the State, that is
treating clients to help them get back into the State workforce and begin to
contribute to the economic strength of the State.

33.Name: Ambassador Amaka Nweke (CS0O)

| request that an increased budget allocation in the water sector should be
reflected on the 2025 budget because water issue is not a child's play so we are
hopeful that more allocations will be made in the area of water and sanitation to
nail the issue of water scarcity forever in Enugu State. WATER IS LIFE.

Finally, we want to also advocate for an increase in budget for the Ministry of
Children, Gender and Social Development because children and women are very
key sector to look into and also to encourage the Ministry to be able to deliver a
good service delivery to the people. We know the issue of gender based violence
and how women are being abused, they need job and some of them need
rehabilitation and also to get their mental health stable because of the abuse they

face everyday. We will be glad if the government will increase their budget in this
regard.
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34.Name: Aliozo lkenna (PG of Aguobu-lwollo Autonomous Com munity)

I want the government to allocate more money to Enugu State polytechnic so that
it will survive. This same community is hosting the coal mining site. There is no
security and no adequate road for transportation in the Iwollo community and | am
pleading with the government to do something about it in this 2025 budget.

35.Name: Ozo Prince Uche Ayalogu representing HRH Igwe 10U Ayalogu.

| plead with the government to have an arrangement where people who want to
enter into agriculture on their own can have a resource center were they can get
information to really get started in the area they are interested. This is because it
will empower creation of employment where people will now be in charge of their
own private enterprises there by creating different companies in the State as this
will help to attract investors.

36.Name: Ede Romanus (PG of Eziokwe Amokwe Amuri Community)
| plead with the government to provide a land for agriculture in my community.

Secondly, in Amuri it seems like a dejected community because there is no road
since | was born till now. We are pleading with the government to remember us
and help to fix our community.
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Chieéf arr. Chris-Robes Ozongwu - HRH lkechukwu Asadu W 7/ 2/ '204‘15*
A

Hon. Com. for Budget and Economic Planning Chairman Traditional Rulers Council

Barr. Cromwell Chibuzor

Chairman Civil Society Organization
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